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The county of Worcestershire lies in the ‘the he&England'. It stretches from the suburbs of
Birmingham in the north-east to the Malvern Hitlighe south-west. It is bordered by Shropshire and
Staffordshire to the north, Warwickshire to thete@sucestershire to the south, and Herefordsbire
the west.

The county police force was set up in 1840 anctpadificers acted as inspectors of weights and
measures from 1848 onwards. There were five anls@oughs, Bewdley, Droitwich, Evesham,
Kidderminster, and Worcester, all of which hadgdittion over weights and measures for part of the
nineteenth century In 1865 the town of Dudley (whahin a detached part of the county) became a
municipal borough. Its rapid growth meant thatpglavith Worcester, it was granted the status of a
county borough in 1888. Kidderminster, althoughagmmg a municipal borough, was also a Weights
and Measures Authority until 1974.

In the north of the county the metal trades weeaily affected by the proximity of Birmingham. An
important factor was that brass going to Birmingtieom the works in Bristol was carried by boat up
the River Severn to Bewdley, and thence by cats tdestination. Thus large quantities of thislvita
raw material were available in Bewdley, which itsslcame a focus for metal working [2]. By the
end of the nineteenth century weights were beindymred in large numbers in both Bewdley and its
neighbour, Kidderminster.



A: Inspection by the County of WORCESTERSHIRE

Dates Events Marks Comments
1826 1 set of standards issued:; There were 10 divisions from
several examiners. 1831, combined into 7 for WM
purposes in 1834.
1834 7 inspectors appointed; 1 more gv”é z’a,,
set of standards obtained. * : Inspectors 1834-4880me had
1835 6 sets of standards obtained. Yyood previously been examiners):
It has been suggested that Hundred House (1)
some inspection districts were Thomas Tyler (1834-36-)
combined and the inspectarr M&S Worcester (2)
used their initials: Richard Stockall (1834-36-
B&T = Boulter & Tyler Pers_h(_)re (3)
M&S= Mathews and Snow William Hooper (1834-36)
B |upon@
1840 Police force set up. B&T George Boulter (1834-36-)
Kidderminster, Dudley, and
1848 From 1 January 1848 the police Stourbridge (5)
superintendents  acted pas Charles Mathews (1834-36
inspectors of WM. 5 sets of William Craig (1836-)
standards verified, to make upg 9 Droitwich and Northfield (b
complete sets. John B. Crane (1834-36-)
Blockley (7):
Thomas Snow (1834-)
Police officers as inspectors 1848-c1900
Worcester Stourbridge (Kidderminster) Pershore (Evesham)
Miles Overend (-1850) Henry Burton (-1850-) William Harris (-1850-68-)
Richard Humphries (1850-) William Freeman (-1860-76-) William Stanton (-1873-81-)
James Phillips (-1860-76-) John Wheeler (-1880-92-) Henry Kemp (-1884--92)

George Checketts (-1879-84-) Alfred Pugh (-1896-1901)

(vacant) 1892
John Wheeler (-1896-1900)
James Wasley (1901-)

(Witley)
Bromsgrove (Redditch) John Raby (-1873-)
William Forty (-1850-) Charles Hardman (-1879-81-)
John Bevan (-1860-73-) William Stanton (-1884-)
William Jeffery (-1879-1900-) Alfred Pugh (-1892-)
Halesowen (Oldbury) Northfield
Miles Overend (1850-68-) Richard Humphries (-1876)
Henry Kemp (-1873-81-) Alfred Tyler (1876-84-)
Charles Hardman (-1884-) James Wasley (-1892-1900)

A qualified inspector from 1893

A qualified inspector from 1901

A qualified inspector from 1893

Upton

Hundred House, Tenbury, Stourpgrt William Freeman (-1850-)

George Checketts (-1872-76-)
George Turner (-1879-84-)

Dudley
Joseph Jewkes (-1850-)
Henry Burton (-1860-81&)
(Transferred to borough 1881

The numbering seems to have bg
altered several times.




1 The traditional Worcestershire mark is based on the county mnublehree pears, surrounded
by the Latin phrase SIGILL COMIT VIGORN, meaning the sefalhe county of Worcester. Here

it is stamped on a 20z brass weight. There is also the numhkgnifyisg the district, probably
Stourbridge.

1 Two loz brass weights stamped
with the county number 534 in the
reign of Edward VII, 1901-1910.




Dates Events Marks Comments
1889 Worcestershire CC formed. The Qualified inspectors:
county took over from Bewdley
and Droitwich. South Distric{ Evesham)
D.C. Critchley (1893-1900-)
1890 Number 534 issued. WM s 0] John E. Harris (1905-11)
remained under control of the VR [MR 15:152]
Chief Constable. Six distrigt 534 A. Greening (1911-12&)
offices. Mid District
(Stourbridge/Bewdley)
1892 Six districts listed, all with A.A. Spencer (q1900/1-1912&
police as inspectors [AR]: F.J. Cope (1908-12-)
1. Worcester North District(various)
2. Bromsgrove 2] A.E. Ball (-1896-1900-)
3. Stourbridge ER E. Poulson (q1901/2-19128&)
4. Pershore P. Mobbs (q1908-12-)
5. Witley
6. Northfield
The districts were gradually No.1 District (Stourbridge)
combined, each with a qualified A.A. Spencer (&1922-28-)
inspector. [MR 60:159]
No.2 District (Stourport)
1912 Three districts, North, Mid, F.J. Cope (&1922-35 then
South. The Mid district used the chief)
old Bewdley number, 221. No.3 District (Worcester)
E. Poulson (&1922-28-)
1922 Four districts: No.4 District (Evesham)
1 Stourbridge A. Greening (&1922-28-)
2 Stourport
3 Worcester E.A. Spencer (1928-38)
4 Evesham W.A. Pearce (1941-64)
[MR 75:62]
1935 WM transferred to civiliar]
department, under a chief Chief inspectors:
inspector. F.J. Cope (1935-1938)
[MR 60:88]
1939 Only 3 districts. E.A. Spencer (1938-65)
[MR 65:271]
1945 No0.610 issued C.R. Owen (1965-74, then chi
1946 No0.537 issued of the joint authority)
[MR 65:270]
1974 Authority transferred to the new

county of Hereford &Worceste

—

174




1 This is a receipt from A.A. Spencer, the inspetborthe ‘Mid’ district of Worcestershire, dated
July 1909. It acknowledges the payment of £1432d from Mr Exley of the Bewdley Foundry for
putting the inspector's mark on weights, measuras &eighing instruments. There are several
interesting points. The number of weights stampeslibstantial (over 5000 in a month), suggesting
that they were being sold on to others in the trddatil 1912 the Foundry was still operating under
the name of ‘Stephenson Bros’, and probably Exley tha manager, rather than the owner, at this
time.



B: Localities with separate jurisdiction in the Caunty of WORCESTERSHIRE

Locality Status Marks Dates
&
Non- Number
uniform pre-1951 Notes
AncBo s:1849 r:1860
MB:1835
Bewdley cp 221
n:1879-1889

The mark depicts an anchor and padlock, part of the arms of the boiichgyletters VR may ar
may not be present. For over a century weights were made lmabs&foundry at Bewdley, and
stamped by the local inspector before being sold. This expldipghe Bewdley number 221 |s
relatively common.

In 1849 a short set of standards was issued tddie Clerk, and it is probable that the borouygh
police took on responsibility for WM at that time.[P. Maynerds (CC 1851-69) was reported tg be
the inspector in 1866, and he was followed by Jafawser (CC 1869-82), listed as IWM in 183
[L1]. In 1882 the police force was amalgamated wiith county force. A police sergeant, Jaes
Herman, was listed as IWM in 1884 [K]. In 1889 tim@ough was disqualified as a WMA, but the
WM office in Bewdley continued to operate, undex dounty inspector for the Stourbridge distrjct,
and the 221 mark was used there. The Bewdley offaseclosed around 1914.

Cutsdean A small manor that received standards in 1836.

AncBo s:1862
MB:1835
Droitwich 211
n:1879-1889

?

Droitwich was made a municipal borough in 1835, but wagiwen the right to hold a commission
of the peace. However the right was granted sulesgiguand may have led to the acquisitior| of
standards in 1862. There was a small borough pfarce: in 1873 [L1] the IWM was Alfred Strajt
(CC 1868-74); and in 1879 [L1] it was John Coll&yC( 1874-81). The borough force wgas
amalgamated with the county force in 1881.




1 This ¥z Ib brass weight was stamped in Bewdley with
the borough’s mark of an anchor and padlock, used
before 1879. Obviously the weight was used in thetWe
Country, because it has also been verified by the
authorities in Plymouth and the county of Cornwall.

1 This 1oz weight shows the rare verification mark
used by the borough of Evesham. It comprises a coronet,
two feathers and a wheatsheatf.

1 The mark used by the borough of Worcestertlikeone
used by the county, was based on the traditionet thears.



Locality Status Marks Dates
&
Non- Number
uniform pre-1951 Notes
Mkt Town s:1827
MB:1865
Dudley cp 521

CB:1888 n:1889-1974

Dudley was geographically detached from the main part of Wersksre and was officially
transferred to Staffordshire in 1966. The mark represents Dudley Castle.

Standards were issued to the Clerk of the Market, J. Hillman in 18#7t0wn was grante
borough status in 1865, and Henry Burton, a superintendent of the county patkceasa the
IWM for the borough 'consolidated with the county' in 1876 [K]. In 1881 the hbraaquired
new standards and appointed Burton as its own IWM; Burton wassséd in 1892 [AR]. T.C
Brown (q1890/1 in Salop) was the inspector from 1895 until his death in 1913 fv2R0]. 1.J.
Jupp qualified in Dudley in 1911 and was the chief inspector from 1921 until 1l982was
succeeded by L.A. Cave (1932-65) [MR 65:54], and G.H. Harvey (1965-72) [MR 65:59].

AncBo s: 1835

MB:1835
cp

Evesham

The mark represents the arms of the borough, anebrabove a wheatsheaf, flanked by two

feathers.

Edward Baylis was appointed IWM for the borough &33, and standards were issued in that year.

In 1850 [K] James Douglas, of the borough policasvWwWM. The borough police force w
amalgamated with the county in 1850, and thered#fierinspector was an officer of the cou
force. However, it seems that the borough retained its authardyysed its own mark. In 187
[L] the superintendent of the Pershore division, William Stanton, lisged as IWM for the
'Evesham petty sessional division including the borough’, but in 1880¢KIN¥M was stated t
be William Ganderton, a police sergeant. The borough lost its aythioril889 because it
population was less than 10,000.

TheManor of Eveshamalso obtained standards in 1837.
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Locality Status Marks Dates

&
Non- Number
uniform pre-1951 Notes
AncBo s:1832 r:1867
MB:1835
Kidderminster cp 224 n:1879-1974

Standards were issued in 1832.

The superintendent of police, James Gifford (CC 1&%3was listed as the inspector in 18
[K]. He was followed by C.J. Hampton (CC 1869-73), George HéR§C 1873-84), who wa
listed as IWM in 1876 [K], and George Ebury (CC 1884-87) wis listed as IWM in 188
[K].

Edwin Bennett (CC 1887-1918) qualified as IWM ir8280 and was listed as IWM in 19
[K], see also [MR 18:109]. William Vaughan (q1912Surrey) was the inspector from 19
to 1950 [MR67:291]. He was followed by R.L. Bloor (1950-68) [M#8:268] and G.T
Gordon (1968-72-) [MR8:292].
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Stourbridge is a Market Town that received standards in 18#6he use of J. Moseley, the

standing overseer.

Ccorp s:1835
MB:1835
Worcester CB:1888 264 n:1879-1974

In 1834 John Williams Esqg was appointed as the IWIK.1847 [H] and 1855 [B] Josef
Orchard (an officer of the corporation but not &gaoofficer) was listed as the IWM.

John Smith was listed as the IWM in 1860 [K] an84.&].
Reuben Harper was the IWM from 1889 until 1910, nvie was succeeded by W

Mathews (q1908 in Walsall) [MR 23:159].. Mathewasnstill in post in 1936 [MR 36:211;

37:3], and was followed by J. Beer (1937-74) [MR537 76:135].
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C: The trade in Worcestershire

BEWDLEY

Bancks and Stokes | The Bancks family were pewterers who moved to Bewdley in 1697, The

c1835-1870

Smith
<1876-1894>

Stephenson
<1912>

Exley
<1914-1964

Avery
<1900-1912>

Smith
<1912-1914>

Griffin
<1922-1938>

pewtering side of the business was sold ¢1828, but brassfounding continued
under the name of Bancks and Stokes [1835 P]. In 1861 [Census] William
Stokes is described as master worker. There is only circums&rntence

that the firm made weights at this time, although weights \etes to
become one of their main products.

By 1879 [advt L1] George T. Smith & Son (late William Stokesyewe
brassfounders and makers of all kinds of weights. The ‘Son’ was |John
Smith, who built up the business but died in 1893.

Load Street <1876-1894>.
At the same address in 1892 [advt K], taken over in 1894, but continued to
trade under the old name.

The Stephenson family of Wednesbury owned a mortgage on the
brassfoundry premises from 1875 onwards, and foreclosed in 1894. The
business continued to operate under the Smith name for some years, but
latterly it was listed as Stephenson Bros [1912 K], and catalogees
issued in that name. At some stage the firm was owned byerdRel

Tonks of Dowles, and probably managed by H.J. Exley, who was the
owner by 1914 [2].

H.J. Exley and his family, who also had an ironmonger’s shop in Load
Street, continued to produce weights at the brass foundry until 1964.

DUDLEY

First noted 1900 [K], at
Old Mill Street <1900>
127 Stafford Street <1912>

H & T. Smith, scale makers [1912 K], at
163 High Street <1912>
109 Queen’s Cross <1914>

Possibly related to G T Smith of Bewdley.

A. H. Griffin, in Dudley 1922 [BoT Notices].
Also in CoventryandHereford Acquired byAvery 1938

10



i The advertisement shown above is taken from
Littlebury’s Directory of Worcestershire for
1879. The one on the right is from a guide to
Bewdley published in 1925. . It shows the front
of Exley’'s ironmonger's shop, not the
brassfoundry.

11

1 A view of the office at the
Bewdley brassfoundry, which
is now part of the Bewdley
Museum.



Tench
<1871-1904

Preston
1904-1935

Tansley
<1912-1960

Avery
<1912-1914>

Guy
<1873-1896>

KIDDERMINSTER

The Tench family lived in Bewdley back in the eighteenth centuryVéifichm
Tench was recorded as a brassfounder there in 1851 [Census] and 1855 [B].
The earliest known record of him in Kidderminster is the 1871 Census.
William Tench & Cq makers of weights etc. [advt 1876 K]] at
14 Church St <1874-1904
Registered a design for ‘bottle’ weights 1890; succeedéttiioyn Preston.

Edwin Prestonironfounder (firm established.1853), took over the brassfoundry
business oTench in 1904, and operated from the

Park Lane Foundry [1904 K].
Remained at this address, and issued catalogues in the 1920s.

Moved to Wolverhampton in 1935, took oWed. Thornton (scale makerdhn
1976 and became partBarr & Grosvenor (c19857?).

Archives on line [DB-47/1].

Tansley Bros, repairers [1912 K], makers and repairers [1914 Be], at
52 Worcester Street <1912-1914>.
Makers of ‘Kwikway’ agricultural scales.

Firm of Brian Tanner (sic) acquired Byery in 1960.

First noted 1912 [K], in
Trinity Street <1912-1914>.

MALVERN

GUY & SON
MALVERN

On a 2Ib brass flat-circular weight

Guy & Son, ironmongers and bath mfrs, [873/4 L2]
York House, Worcester Road <1873>
3 Brompton Terrace [1896 K]

12



1 The advertisement shown above appeared in
Kelly’s Directory of Worcester for 1876.

On the right is the title page of a catalogue
issued by Edwin Preston in 1906, soon after the
firm took over Tench’'s business. Note that the
‘manager and staff’ were retained, although the
factory was moved. The words ‘established

1853’ probably refer to the iron foundry, not the

brass foundry.

13



Baldwin
<1860-1886>

Hardy & Padmore
<1879>

Pooley
<1900-1912>

Avery
<1908-1912>

STOURPORT

BALDWIN SON & C °©
On flat-circular iron weights
The Baldwin family were iron smelters and founders, established c1i&0.

1860 their foundry at Stourport became known as Baldwin Son & Co. It was
amalgamated with thi€enrick (Staffs) firm in 1886.

WORCESTER

Hardy and Padmorgeighing machine makers [1879 L1]., at
Worcester Foundry <1879>

First noted 1896 [K], at:.
Goods Station, Henwick <1896-1900>
Lowesmoor [1912 K]

First noted 1908 [L2] at
11 New Street <1908>
12 New Street [1912 K]

14
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705:55/5278/43/xii. Tench catalogues 1897, 1899.

1/1/687-733. Quarter Sessions Rolls 1830-39, with many references to WM
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